
Th e  Im p o rt a n c e  o f Ba p t is m  
Co n g ra t u la t io n s! As yo u  b e g in  p re p a rin g  fo r t h e  b a p t ism  o f yo u r ch ild , yo u  a re  t a kin g  a  b ig  
s t e p  fo rw a rd  in  t h e  sp irit u a l life  o f yo u r fa m ily. Ba p t ism  is  n e ce ssa ry fo r sa lva t io n . Ou r Lo rd  
Je su s  Ch ris t  in s t it u t e d  Ba p t ism  a s  t h e  m e a n s  o f re m o vin g  o rig in a l s in  fro m  o u r so u ls , o f b e in g  
b o rn  a g a in  a n d  in c o rp o ra t e d  in t o  His  Myst ica l Bo d y, a n d  o f b e co m in g  m e m b e rs  o f His  
Ch u rch . In  b a p t ism  w e  re ce ive  a  n e w  id e n t it y a s  b e lo ve d  so n s  a n d  d a u g h t e rs  o f Go d . Th e re  is  
n o t h in g  e lse  m o re  im p o rt a n t  fo r yo u  rig h t  n o w  t h a n  t o  e n su re  t h a t  yo u  a n d  yo u r fa m ily 
m e m b e rs  a re  b a p t ize d  a n d  t h a t  a ll o f yo u  g ro w  in  yo u r b a p t ism a l id e n t it y a s  ch ild re n  o f Go d .  

W h a t  Are  t h e  Re q u ire m e n t s  fo r  Ca t h o lic  Ba p t is m s ?  
Ba p t ism  is  a va ila b le  fo r e ve ry p e rso n . Ou r Lo rd  d e s ire s  t h e  sa lva t io n  o f a ll m a n kin d , a n d  He  
e s t a b lish e d  Ba p t ism  a s  t h e  m e a n s  fo r o u r sa lva t io n . As su ch , it  is  n e ce ssa ry fo r sa lva t io n . In  
o rd e r t o  e n su re  t h a t  e ve ryo n e  w h o  d e s ire s  Ba p t ism  u n d e rs t a n d s  it s  im p o rt a n ce , t h e re  a re  
ce rt a in  re q u ire m e n t s  fo r Ba p t ism . 

W h a t  Are  t h e  Re q u ire m e n t s  fo r  In fa n t  Ba p t is m s ?  
In fa n t  b a p t ism  is  fo r c h ild re n  fro m  b irt h  u n t il t yp ica lly t h e ir s ixt h  b irt h d a y.  

He re 's  w h a t 's  re q u ire d : 
Go d p a re n t s : Ea ch  ch ild  m u st  h a ve  a t  le a s t  o n e  g o d p a re n t  w h o  is  16  ye a rs  o r o ld e r. Go d p a re n t s  
m u st  p ro vid e  p ro o f o f re ce ivin g  t h e  t h re e  s a c ra m e n t s  o f Ba p t ism , Co m m u n io n , a n d  
Co n firm a t io n . If m a rrie d , t h e y m u s t  b e  m a rr ie d  in  t h e  Ca t h o lic  Ch u rc h . Th e  ro le  o f t h e  
g o d p a re n t  is  t o  h e lp  yo u r ch ild  g ro w  in  t h e ir fa it h  a n d  t h e ir id e n t it y a s  a  ch ild  o f Go d . Th e re fo re , 
g o d p a re n t s  m u st  b e  livin g  a  life  in  co n fo rm it y w it h  t h e  t e a ch in g s  o f t h e  Ch u rch . In  t h e  Ca t h o lic  
u n d e rs t a n d in g  o f t h e  ro le , g o d p a re n t s  a re  n o t  n e ce ssa rily t h e  o n e s  w h o  t a ke  ca re  o f yo u r ch ild  
in  yo u r a b se n ce . P re ss  t h e  lin k b e lo w  fo r a  vid e o  e xp la n a t io n . 
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P a re n t s : Bo t h  p a re n t s  m u st  b e  b a p t ize d  in  t h e  Ca t h o lic  fa it h . 

Lo c a t io n : Id e a lly, in fa n t s  sh o u ld  b e  b a p t ize d  in  t h e  p a rish  w h e re  t h e ir p a re n t s  a re  re g is t e re d . 

Ou t -o f-St a t e  P a r t ic ip a n t s : P a re n t s  a n d  g o d p a re n t s  re s id in g  o u t s id e  t h e  s t a t e  n e e d  a n  
a u t h o riza t io n  le t t e r fro m  t h e ir h o m e  p a rish  g ra n t in g  p e rm iss io n  fo r t h e  b a p t ism  t o  o ccu r in  
yo u r p a rish .  

Do c u m e n t s : Th e  ch ild 's  b irt h  ce rt ific a t e . P a re n t s  Ba p t ism  Ce rt ifica t e . Go d p a re n t s  p ro o f o f 
Sa c ra m e n t s . 

P re p a ra t io n  Cla s s : All p a re n t s  a n d  g o d p a re n t s  m u st  a t t e n d  a  b a p t ism  p re p a ra t io n  c la ss  All 
fo rm s m u st  b e  su b m it t e d  p rio r t o  sch e d u lin g  a  d a t e  fo r P re p a ra t io n  Cla ss .  

Yo u  ca n  fin d  t h e m  a t  w w w .s t a c a t h o lic .o rg /b a p t is m  
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